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By SHARMINA MANANDHAR 

WASHINGTON (Nov. 14, 2009) - Norma

Hooks described laying her sister, Leona

Miller, to rest in the Chesapeake Bay as a

"wonderful experience." 

Miller's cremated remains, combined with an

environmentally safe cement mixture, were

cast as an artificial "memorial" reef and

personalized with Miller's "jewelry and

knickknacks," said Hooks, 64, a Finksburg

resident. 

The memorial reefs, also located off Ocean

City, become new habitat for sea life,

according to Don Brawley, founder of Eternal

Reefs, Inc., a Georgia-based company that

provided the service. 

Hooks said it's "quite possible" that she will

choose the same option. She and her sister

represent the growing number of people who

seek green options, not only for their life, but

also after death. 

"People are waking up to the fact that there
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"People are waking up to the fact that there

are consequences of the ecologically

unhealthy choices we have been making for

the last 100 years," said Elizabeth Knox,

founder of Crossings, a non-profit green

burial and home funeral care resource center

in Takoma Park. 

Green or "natural" burial is releasing the

deceased into the earth as naturally as

possible. Green burials replace poisonous

chemical embalming, metal or exotic

hardwood sealed caskets, cemented burial

vaults and imported marble headstones with

biodegradable caskets, hand-dug burial

spaces and non-harmful grave markers, like

a GPS, shrubs, wood or stones, according to

Knox. 

Combined with home funeral care, a green

burial can cost less than $300 and provides a

"meaningful and affordable alternative" to a

conventional burial, Knox said. 

"The only expense would be dry ice, materials

for coffin or shroud and state filing fees,"

Knox said. "That is the least expensive way." 

Home funeral care, also known as after-

death care, enlists family and friends for

"performing the last deeds of love" --

washing, dressing and laying out their loved

one's body for burial, according to Knox. 

"No one can care for the departed as well as

those who love them," Knox said. "It is the

most healing, empowering and loving thing

to do." 

The increased interest in green burial has

prompted many cemeteries in Maryland to

provide the option, including Bestgate

Memorial Park in Annapolis. 

"It (green burial) is a new concept but it's
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"It (green burial) is a new concept but it's

getting increasingly popular," said manager

Bill Bowen. "The more the concept gets out

there, those that are interested are contacting

us for information." 

However, for funeral directors, green burial is

a small market that "fits certain groups of

people who are environmentally conscious,"

according to Bowen. About 5 percent of his

clients opt for a green burial, a consistent

number in the last few years, Bowen said. 

People who choose green burials in funeral

homes tend to save about $1,200 on

visitation and embalming charges, Bowen

said. 

Other funeral directors across the state have

also reported receiving inquiries regarding

green burial as "there have been increased

interest in the last couple of years," according

to Hari Close, president of the Maryland State

Board of Morticians and Funeral Directors. 

"Because of the environmental and economic

concerns, people are being conscious at

various levels," Close said. 

Despite the increasing interest, green burial

still faces a big hurdle -- lack of information,

said Mark Harris, the author of "Grave

Matters: A Journey Though the Modern

Funeral Industry to a Natural Way of Burial"

and a former environmental columnist for

the Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 

"The majority of Americans believe that the

body needs embalming," Harris said. "Once

they find out that embalming and other

procedures are not required, their eyes open

to the possibilities," Harris said. 

However, embalming is required in certain
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However, embalming is required in certain

circumstances, according to Close. 

"Embalming is not a federal or state

requirement," Close said. "However, a body

must be embalmed for health reasons for a

public viewing, viewing for a funeral or if the

body is being transported out of the state or

the country." 

Besides memorial reefs, after-death green

options also include cremation, according to

Harris. 

Though cremation includes burning of

natural gas and generates some pollutants, "it

stacks up pretty well" when compared with

modern burial that includes embalming and

metal caskets, Harris said. 

For 38-year-old Cathy Brennan, a lawyer

from Baltimore, green burial is "just the next

logical step in decreasing our impact on

environment." 

Though she does not have specific funeral

plans yet, Brennan said she has a will that

"incorporates her intention" of using green

options after her death. 

Capital News Service contributed to this

report.

Headline News Main Page 

Discuss This Article in the Forums (or comment

below) 

Reader Comments Appear Below the Advertisement

Watch TV Now
hulu.com/plus
Instantly Watch TV Shows & Movies. Try
It Free.

Get the VA Home Loan
www.VAMortgageCenter.com
Get a Quote in 2 Minutes! VA Home
Loans up to $417,000 with $0 Down.

http://somd.com/news/headlines/
http://forums.somd.com/forumdisplay.php?f=9
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CakFE9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD8W2veMF7bGc82nAjbcBEAEg9euUAygIUNbLmsb8_____wFgyb65h-CjtBCgAdvjp8sDyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEhgFP0GwCfbOCSPv0jXrLmwDX9pBAU58OnNMFc5QVVe1-SuP3q3UTE7m9hKDPsn4JiV6t92hguZunMV3c4Wc2ADiW9-sokfqqBI4vHosbNwp04g-45w78fmx6JqkFcfR4o4e7m7jiIe_zONIIb7MDaL-E83lGN3oSNfYWBmjRm2lGSTZdZrefYIgGAYAHjZzYNA&num=1&cid=5GiACfnmK75iXekxt5onPALb&sig=AOD64_2GZCvQvTSnOEXDDwGRi0eh1bsqVw&client=ca-pub-9115181845147348&adurl=http://hulu.com/plus%3Fcmp%3D612
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CQLxo9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD4WHlIsEnceU9k_AjbcBEAIg9euUAygIUJz8u4T-_____wFgyb65h-CjtBCgAZX60_4DyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEgwFP0DwdlqqbcsNGPnOwhwLevN1MUUi1l-oGc9xbU-0RdPFecFtUD7m5zrXP7mILgBTg-2oi-JC1NQGb7GMzCD2R_P10jPiqDZgxH4MTNxQp-ROh5pp9fe2wJbzIMiV6jPCR7JIayvynP4YPH7NuaEqG-7y78K8RVeajFZ1Sm-2mS23Cr4gGAYAH04WsAQ&num=2&cid=5GiACfnmK75iXekxt5onPALb&sig=AOD64_0gM2IPmybur-BdtN_tr5SFykkt8w&client=ca-pub-9115181845147348&adurl=http://www.vamortgagecenter.com/f/form_contentp.php%3Fsrc%3Dadwct%26adg%3Dkwtext
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Ftrunc%3D1%26contact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://somd.com/news/headlines/2009/10800.shtml%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-9115181845147348%26ai0%3DCakFE9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD8W2veMF7bGc82nAjbcBEAEg9euUAygIUNbLmsb8_____wFgyb65h-CjtBCgAdvjp8sDyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEhgFP0GwCfbOCSPv0jXrLmwDX9pBAU58OnNMFc5QVVe1-SuP3q3UTE7m9hKDPsn4JiV6t92hguZunMV3c4Wc2ADiW9-sokfqqBI4vHosbNwp04g-45w78fmx6JqkFcfR4o4e7m7jiIe_zONIIb7MDaL-E83lGN3oSNfYWBmjRm2lGSTZdZrefYIgGAYAHjZzYNA%26ai1%3DCQLxo9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD4WHlIsEnceU9k_AjbcBEAIg9euUAygIUJz8u4T-_____wFgyb65h-CjtBCgAZX60_4DyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEgwFP0DwdlqqbcsNGPnOwhwLevN1MUUi1l-oGc9xbU-0RdPFecFtUD7m5zrXP7mILgBTg-2oi-JC1NQGb7GMzCD2R_P10jPiqDZgxH4MTNxQp-ROh5pp9fe2wJbzIMiV6jPCR7JIayvynP4YPH7NuaEqG-7y78K8RVeajFZ1Sm-2mS23Cr4gGAYAH04WsAQ%26ai2%3DCOIuy9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD7ir7MsB4Njn6xbAjbcBEAMg9euUAygIUJ24grz8_____wFgyb65h-CjtBCgAdSp7P0DyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEgwFP0AwiErOASPv0jXrLmwDX9pBAU58OnNMFc5QVVe1-SuP3q3UTE7m9hKDPsn4JiV6t92hguZunMV3c4Wc2ADiW9-sokfqqBI4vHosbNwp04g-453b_fiR6l_iF3eOREEZQB4HiIUMf022UhEWYa0uPN41N049RBQNVFh3SnwlAlTC6wIgGAYAHlNaTAg%26ai3%3DCZpio9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD9C_jscC8LbCuDvAjbcBEAQg9euUAygIUJeT3ZwHYMm-uYfgo7QQyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEgAFP0Dw9erOHSPv0jXrLmwDX9pBAU58OnNMFc5QVVe1-SuP3q3UTE7m9hKDPsn4JiV6t92hguZunMV3c4Wc2ADiW9-sokfqqBI4vHosbNwp04g-45z7_p0fsCYkEayJ6jH9QBy0OyvyDOJsPh7GTr7-E03gO43oSFXZWEn3UA16hUIAHwNSjHQ%26ai4%3DCJu-t9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD4W9uNkD_bC7nVDAjbcBEAUg9euUAygIUIXJn_X9_____wFgyb65h-CjtBCgAauswv0DyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEgAFP0BwpALOGSPv0jXrLmwDX9pBAU58OnNMFc5QVVe1-SuP3q3UTE7m9hKDPsn4JiV6t92hguZunMV3c4Wc2ADiW9-sokfqqBI4vHosbNwp04g-45z7_ul6YCokEayJ6jH9QBy0OyvyDOJsPh7GTr7-E03gO43oSFXZWEn3UREmrTogGAYAHvdO9Ag&usg=AFQjCNHqRB-dIoUmQWf-Dg9D7fO3g8uMzQ


7/18/13 Ashes to Ashes -- Burial Becomes Environmentally Conscious - Southern Maryland Headline News

somd.com/news/headlines/2009/10800.shtml 5/6

Reader Comments

0 comments

Leave a message...

NewestNewest My DisqusMy Disqus 1010 ⚙⚙⤤⤤

No one has commented yet.

0★

Loans up to $417,000 with $0 Down.

Atlanta Investor Deals
www.MyHouseDeals.com/Atlanta
147+ Properties. Get Free Access.
Investors: Make $15k-$30k per deal.

Lake Keowee
www.lakekeoweerealestate.com
300 Miles of Shoreline 90 Minutes from
Atlanta

Still Working & Committed
BP.com
BP is Still Committed to Restoring the
Gulf. Follow the Progress.

Free Obituary Search
Ancestry.com/Obituaries
1) Enter anyone's name 2) Find their
obituary instantly!

Arrest Records Now Public
instantcheckmate.com
Did you know that arrest records are
publicly online? Click here!

1 Tip To Lose Belly Fat
MiracleGarciniaCambogia.com
Cut pounds of stomach fat every week by
using this 1 weird old tip.

http://somd.com/news/headlines/2009/10800.shtml#
http://somd.com/news/headlines/2009/10800.shtml#
http://somd.com/news/headlines/2009/10800.shtml#
http://somd.com/news/headlines/2009/10800.shtml#
http://somd.com/news/headlines/2009/10800.shtml#
http://somd.com/news/headlines/2009/10800.shtml#
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=COIuy9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD7ir7MsB4Njn6xbAjbcBEAMg9euUAygIUJ24grz8_____wFgyb65h-CjtBCgAdSp7P0DyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEgwFP0AwiErOASPv0jXrLmwDX9pBAU58OnNMFc5QVVe1-SuP3q3UTE7m9hKDPsn4JiV6t92hguZunMV3c4Wc2ADiW9-sokfqqBI4vHosbNwp04g-453b_fiR6l_iF3eOREEZQB4HiIUMf022UhEWYa0uPN41N049RBQNVFh3SnwlAlTC6wIgGAYAHlNaTAg&num=3&cid=5GiACfnmK75iXekxt5onPALb&sig=AOD64_063AGAZ_ej2rQJ3lyowpsyw8e6tw&client=ca-pub-9115181845147348&adurl=http://www.MyHouseDeals.com/cities/atlanta/index.asp%3Fmmid%3D558%26invad%3D1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CZpio9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD9C_jscC8LbCuDvAjbcBEAQg9euUAygIUJeT3ZwHYMm-uYfgo7QQyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEgAFP0Dw9erOHSPv0jXrLmwDX9pBAU58OnNMFc5QVVe1-SuP3q3UTE7m9hKDPsn4JiV6t92hguZunMV3c4Wc2ADiW9-sokfqqBI4vHosbNwp04g-45z7_p0fsCYkEayJ6jH9QBy0OyvyDOJsPh7GTr7-E03gO43oSFXZWEn3UA16hUIAHwNSjHQ&num=4&sig=AOD64_2rKbnJY1vqPOm8ps_FM1Q9F23HUw&client=ca-pub-9115181845147348&adurl=http://www.LakeKeoweeRealEstate.com
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CJu-t9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD4W9uNkD_bC7nVDAjbcBEAUg9euUAygIUIXJn_X9_____wFgyb65h-CjtBCgAauswv0DyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEgAFP0BwpALOGSPv0jXrLmwDX9pBAU58OnNMFc5QVVe1-SuP3q3UTE7m9hKDPsn4JiV6t92hguZunMV3c4Wc2ADiW9-sokfqqBI4vHosbNwp04g-45z7_ul6YCokEayJ6jH9QBy0OyvyDOJsPh7GTr7-E03gO43oSFXZWEn3UREmrTogGAYAHvdO9Ag&num=5&cid=5GiACfnmK75iXekxt5onPALb&sig=AOD64_1kSTinrlyCXb3OLYBIGB6SDDBb0w&client=ca-pub-9115181845147348&adurl=http://www.bp.com/sectionbodycopy.do%3FcategoryId%3D47%26contentId%3D7081352%26nicam%3DPaidSearch%26nisrc%3Dgoogle%26nigrp%3DGoogle%2BDisplay%2BNetwork%2B_%2BText%26nipkw%3Dmsnbc%26niadv%3Dmsnbc
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C-gvR9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD5OBkf8Fm8OphIEBwI23ARAGIPXrlAMoCFDPofPmBmDJvrmH4KO0EKABtemF2gPIAQGoAwHIA9MEqgSAAU_QDE1ws4RI-_SNesubANf2kEBTnw6c0wVzlBVV7X5K4_erdRMTub2EoM-yfgmJXq33aGC5m6cxXdzhZzYAOJb36yiR-qoEji8eixs3CnTiD7jnPv_0OrFniQRrInqMf1AHLQ7K_IM4mw-HsZOvv4TTeA7jehIVdlYSfdQobMNqiAYBgAezlvol&num=7&cid=5GiACfnmK75iXekxt5onPALb&sig=AOD64_3D5ZYZZgy7h_g1EOg4wQh4K1-LYA&client=ca-pub-9115181845147348&adurl=http://tracker.marinsm.com/rd%3Fcid%3D93095py25419%26mkwid%3Dc7nEeJ7rb_dc%26pcrid%3D34583916219%26pkw%3Dobituaries%26pmt%3D%26lp%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.ancestry.com%252Fs21837%252Ft27289%252Frd.ashx%253Fstate%253D%2526kw%253DObituaries%2526%2526s_kwcid%253Dobituaries
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6Fpc9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD6zfzPQDnJPH_1XAjbcBEAcg9euUAygIUKu32bn6_____wFgyb65h-CjtBCgAcS5ht0DyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEgAFP0Dx5R7OFSPv0jXrLmwDX9pBAU58OnNMFc5QVVe1-SuP3q3UTE7m9hKDPsn4JiV6t92hguZunMV3c4Wc2ADiW9-sokfqqBI4vHosbNwp04g-45z7_qwSLA4kEayJ6jH9QBy0OyvyDOJsPh7GTr7-E03gO43oSFXZWEn3Ud1H5bogGAYAHpMb5Ig&num=6&cid=5GiACfnmK75iXekxt5onPALb&sig=AOD64_2gWV0bXW7bsmPOBAmoweZ8gSRyag&client=ca-pub-9115181845147348&adurl=http://sam3.info/icmadwsearch1
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C0pRF9TToUfybN4WF6wGHhYDoD6mY2ZID2aWLmGqowpqlTxAIIPXrlAMoCFDZnpPE_P____8BYMm-uYfgo7QQoAH33tTbA8gBAagDAcgD0wSqBIYBT9B8UnOzi0j79I16y5sA1_aQQFOfDpzTBXOUFVXtfkrj96t1ExO5vYSgz7J-CYlerfdoYLmbpzFd3OFnNgA4lvfrKJH6qgSOLx6LGzcKdOIPuOcO_H4sei6pBT3IUqiHu5u44iHv8zjSCG-zA2i_hPN5Rjd6EjX2FgZo0ZtpRkk2XTLH23aIBgGAB_GgqyQ&num=8&cid=5GiACfnmK75iXekxt5onPALb&sig=AOD64_1nQC0mnGUlh17N251ELtBNeBPcrA&client=ca-pub-9115181845147348&adurl=http://MiracleGarciniaCambogia.com/article


7/18/13 Ashes to Ashes -- Burial Becomes Environmentally Conscious - Southern Maryland Headline News

somd.com/news/headlines/2009/10800.shtml 6/6

What's this?ALSO ON SOUTHERN MARYLAND ONLINE

HEADLINE NEWS

New Report: Sea

Level Along
Maryland's
Shorelines Could

Rise 2 Feet by

2050 - …

1 comment • 21 days ago

Baby Duck  —

Beware those

predictions that

say could,

should, may, etc.

- there is usually

speculation and

an agenda

involved.

With FEMA

Funds, Calvert
Co. is Buying,
Razing Dangerous

Cliffside Homes -

Southern …

4 comments • 19 days
ago

Ro Gal  — Well,

here's the

problem:

"Residents have

been unable to

obtain permits to

shore up the

cliffs with rock

walls or other

man-made

structures since

the 1980s. Such

work would

endanger the

Puritan Tiger

Beetle, a

threatened

insect species

that nests on the

High Waters Mean

Dry Days for
Charter Captains
Whose Boats

Exceed Bridge

Heights - …

1 comment • 10 days ago

captain

chesapeake —

quit being cheap

and get a slip at

the rod n reel

where all the

nice boats are.

Rising Water

Doesn't Deter
Plans for
Shoreline

Development -

Southern
Maryland

Headline News

1 comment • 10 days ago

Ben — Urban

sprawl and man-

made climate

change are

destroying the

profound beauty

of this nation.

Halt sprawl for

20 years, focus

on the buildings

we already have!
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