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Cathy Brennan On Radfem 2013

Cathy Brennan told me that

there was no discussion of taxes

at Radfem 2013.  This was

disappointing to me, because I

really do endeavor to minimize

my trips off the tax

reservation. What happens is

that certain tax issues that I

follow are part of much larger

things, which will also connect

to my interest in American

history particularly the social

reform movements from 1830 –

1860, most of which we are still

dealing with today.  Some sort

of confluence of Occupy Wall

Street, DOMA, the deductibility

of transgender surgery,

innocent spouse cases involving

domestic violence and the

occasional strip joint case,

which tax bloggers seem to find

irresistible, got me following

contemporary radical feminism

pretty closely.   Cathy Brennan,

a lesbian activist from Maryland and an attorney, has been kind enough to

give me comments on a few tax cases informed by her radical feminist

perspective.

The Prelude

The run-up to Radfem 2013 had quite a bit of sturm und drang to it, as there

were quite a few people who thought the conference was a very bad thing. 

They persuaded the originally scheduled venue the London Irish Centre (It is

actually spelled that way) to cancel the booking.  A lot of women had already
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made their travel arrangements and the conference organizers were not going

to be deterred.  The event was held at the Camden Centre (They can’t spell

either), not without protest.  Cathy Brennan was one of the speakers.  I was

looking forward to reading mainstream coverage of the event.  Well there isn’t

any that I can find, unless you consider Counterpunch mainstream, which

seems like a stretch.   So I figured I would interview Cathy Brennan.

Ask Somebody Who Was There

My weak skills as a journalist and the anticlimactic

outcome of the conference turned the “interview”

into more of a pleasant conversation.  Cathy had a

really great time at the conference interacting with

hundreds of women, if not from around the world,

at least the Western Hemisphere.  She had an

interesting story about getting thrown out of a gay

bar because of her controversial views on some

subjects.  She is looking forward to attending

Michfest, which will be the first time for her. She

spent time pointing me to other resources for some

of my more general questions.  The oddest thing

about this is that as far as I can tell the biggest

outcome of the conference is a celebration that they

were able to have a conference at all.  I find this very

troubling.  Who besides radical feminists has to put

up with that ?

An Idiot’s Guide To Sex And Gender

Anybody who actually has a more than superficial

understanding of these issues will have to forgive

me, as I make a feeble attempt to bring my regular

readers just a bit up to speed.  If you start reading

what radical feminists and their critics write you will

find yourself confused by a lot of the language.  For

the sake of simplicity, throw out whatever you think

it is somebody means when the say man or woman,

because it is tough to keep track about whether they

are talking about sex or gender.  Here is the idiots

guide.  “Slugs and snails and puppy dog’s tails” vs

“Sugar and spice and everything nice” or “blue” vs

“pink” is gender.  Then there is this explanation by

Dar Williams
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For gender, I am going to use “guys and gals”.

Penis and testicles vs vagina, uterus and womb is

sex.  I use male and female for that.  (I am aware

that there are a small percentage of people who are intersex.  The debate

seems to be about how much lower than 1% that is).

Radfem 2013 On Gender

Here is what the introduction to the conference has to say about gender:

What do they say radical feminism is:

So You Think This Is Nonsense

OK.  Well after half a century of “equal opportunity” take a look at the US

Senate.  It is about 20% women.  Maybe that’s because women don’t like

politics.  How about the partner groups in public accounting?  Also 20%

women and women are trending to the majority in public accounting.  You

might have an answer for that, also.  I think radical feminists call that kind of

talk “mansplaining”.  Regardless, you don’t have to agree with radical

feminists to see that they have a worthwhile viewpoint.  Unless you are a

“Mens Rights Advocate”.  Then you have to petition the city council or

whatever it is they have in a country where they don’t know how to spell

center to shut down their conference so your ears won’t burn while they say

nasty things about you among themselves.

Eliminating Gender Roles Does Not Eliminate Sex

Dar Williams - When I was a Boy

“ Radical feminists believe gender roles are harmful to women. We seek freedom from

“femininity” and “masculinity”. Gender only exists for the benefit of men, as a class, at the

expense of women, as a class.

“ Radical feminism goes to the heart of female oppression by naming male domination and

violence as being responsible for women’s subordination.

“ We are revolutionaries, fighting for social change, and overthrowing current patriarchal

systems. We want a radical alternative to both right wing, biological determinist and post

modern versions of “genderism”. In other words, we oppose the promotion of gender roles

as “natural”, inevitable, desirable, innate, or exaggerated performances of “femininity” and

“masculinity”. We believe that gender is a destructive hierarchy, which harms women and

needs to be abolished. We also oppose the the multi-billion pound sex industry. We disagree

with “identity politics” which is counter to our goal of abolishing gender and male

domination. The language of identity politics re-enforces patriarchy, even though

sometimes people use the language of revolution to push these male centered ideologies.

radfems to OWS
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Not Have to Get
Arrested to be
Assaulted

Peter J Reilly
Contributor
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Packed into that paragraph is the type of thinking that motivates some other

people to oppose the conference happening at all.  When Cathy Brennan told

me that she liked getting together with a bunch of women to discuss these

issues she meant, in my idiot’s analysis above, females.  They all have wombs,

which is not something you get with gender reassignment surgery.  Cathy

Brennan believes that the LGBT movement (which if your paying attention

can now be LGBTQH, with two possible meanings for Q) has sacrificed the

interest of females in the search for transgender equality.  That has made her

quite a controversial figure in portions of the internet.

Everybody Should Support Their Right To Meet

People will form a group to meet on all sorts of selection criteria.  When it is

the insiders with power over others getting together, that is a problem.  One of

my partners assured me that when the Executive Committee of CCR LLP met

it was not their first order of business at every meeting to figure out a way to

make the partnership deal worse for me.  I think they eventually convinced

me that it was probably only every other meeting.  Other than that any sort of

grouping, arbitrary as it might be, is probably benign.  If you are a chess

player, you don’t have to worry about bridge players showing up at your

tournaments with decks of cards.  I could go on with a multitude of stupid

examples, but the point is that radical feminists are entitled to the same

respect.

You can follow me on twitter @peterreillycpa.

 

Some Other Resources

Radfemhub was a feminist collective blog that lasted for a couple of years it is

now available as an archive.

I have to admit that I sometimes find MRA comments persuasive.  Here is the

best feminist response to MRAs that I have ever seen.

 Afternote

The reason I spoke to Cathy Brennan and wrote this is because I found no

mainstream coverage of Radfem 2013.  Given that this piece is still on top

when you google Radfem 2013 under news, it appears that that may be a

permanent condition.  Many of the comments indicate that I have failed

journalistically by not exploring the reasons why Cathy Brennan is a

controversial figure.  Here is a link to the letter to the United Nations that she

and Elizabeth Hungerford submitted.  They express concern about the effect

that gender identity legislation might have on the ability of their community

to meet “free from male influence and involvement”.  I did not attempt to

construct a time-line, so I don’t know if that is the starting point of the

controversy, but certainly, at least since then it has been very heated.  I rate it

the most vitriolic dispute on the internet.  There are also disputes within

radical feminism about her. 

There are also comments about language.  Our language is based on the

theory that gender identity and sex are perfectly aligned and immutable. 

This conference will explore radical feminist critiques of all these oppressive aspects of

patriarchy and promote alternative ways forward.

http://outhistory.org/wiki/Historiography_of_LGBTQH_History
https://twitter.com/peterreillycpa
http://radicalhubarchives.wordpress.com/
http://jezebel.com/5992479/if-i-admit-that-hating-men-is-a-thing-will-you-stop-turning-it-into-a-self+fulfilling-prophecy
http://radicalhubarchives.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/communication_csw_un_brennanhungerford_08012011_.pdf
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Much of the common culture is built around those assumptions.  Once you

allow for those assumptions to not be axiomatic, you have to started coining

new words and phrases.  Maybe somebody can point to a glossary somewhere,

but it is something you need to be aware if you dive into this material. Among

the acronyms you will see as to who might be welcome at some events and

meetings are WBW and FAB for “women born women” and “female assigned

at birth”.  Here is an explanation by Elizabeth Hungerford as to why some

people think those are very important concepts.

I think that people who have strong belief systems that are at odds with the

common culture will often see things that the rest of miss.  That’s why I like to

read what MRAs, transgender activists and radical feminists have to say.

When I study a group it is mainly with a view to see what I can learn from

them rather than figuring out how wrong they are.  As a moderator, I am

pretty loose and actually call out most comments.  Comments that are not

called out can be seen by clicking “expand”.  So far I have edited one comment

with the reason stated in my response.  One comment got caught in my spam

filter, the essence of which was that Cathy Brennan is altogether a bad

person.  I might start deleting subsequent comments like that or not calling

them out just because it comes to be a bit tedious.

I discuss my standards for comments, which are aspirational rather than

prescriptive, here and here.
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Author

Ok but aren’t these sort of interviews/conversations with newsworthy people supposed

to quote them on the issues? Like, what did Cathy Brennan tell you about the conference,

what was the topic of her talk, or even those comments on the tax cases.

Reply

Some of the comments on the cases are in the vestpocketed articles on the side.

I am still pretty weak as an interviewer and I ended up not getting a lot of details

about exactly what happened at the conference. The overarching story seemed

to be was that they were glad the conference went on at all, which is kind of odd.

I’ll try to do better next time.
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Reply

I spoke about the advent of gender identity legislation and myths that are used

to support it. Other topics of discussion were violence against women, anti-

pornography and anti-prostitution, and lesbian community. Peter is right, he

should have recorded me. But I appreciate this article and the statement that

women have a right to meet at a radical feminist conference without men.

Reply

Feminists hate men: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5OdQGbVNa4

Reply

Where these other topics discussed with the usual rhetoric you use, or in dulcid

tones of reasonableness uncharacteristic of you and your movement?

Reply

The only ones using myths here, are the science denialist radfems who refuse to

accept any scientific study regarding the reality of transexuality, just because it

does not suit your hateful and bigoted agenda

Reply

Here is the reality about the jezebel article

The tone as always with Jezebel is to be rather patronizing, but that may just be

subjective. In all this is article is just another reason why I generalize feminists,

after all its not impossible to oust a radical or several.

Though it is a seductive scapegoat (I understand why it attracts you), none of

these terrible, painful problems in your life were caused by the spectre of

“misandry.” You can rest easy about that, I promise! In fact, the most powerful

proponent of misandry in modern internet discourse is you — specifically, your

dogged insistence that misandry is a genuine, systemic, oppressive force on par

with misogyny.

This is a strong assertion now when is say strong I mean steroid shooting Jersey

shore meat head strong, and it is one that needs an impregnable defense, serious

factual evidence as backing support. Without one, it’s really nothing more than

obvious victim-blaming. Feminism has a clear history of self-righteously

marginalizing male victims and this is really just another example. More

importantly, they have not given the slightest bit of thought to the fact that if I

used this “logic” I could write off a very large portion of feminist complaints

including women’s suffrage. However; I am not bigot like this woman and will

spare you a long list of idiotic excuses to end women’s rights. Moving on.

This is specious, it hurts women, and it is hurting you. Most feminists don’t hate

men, as a group

First of all, this is an almost impossible statement to prove.

Even if it were correct, a large amount of feminist theory places the blame of

the current state of gender solely, at the feet of men. Feminist policy also tends

to reinforce the idea that men must conform to their gender role. Men must

constantly do things like marry to a woman and not just a woman they demand

men marry them and do the traditional male provider role while allowing them

to do whatever they want including being unfaithful. I will include a link to

Jezeble’s support of violence against men.
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Misogyny isn’t just hatred and neither is misandry. A whole host of attitudes

regarding men and the gender roles that bind them are “misandry”, just as a

whole host of attitudes regarding women and the gender roles that bind them

are “misogyny”.

If you want examples of misandric feminists, try Dworkin or Solanas. If you

want something in the 21st century, Hugo Schwyzer, Amanda Marcotte,

Michael Kimmel, Michael Flood, Jessica Valenti, and Jill Filipovic all write for

or have written for Jezebel. Specifically Jezebels’ support, and glorification of

Domestic violence against men with the excuse that she thought he was

cheating. The next piece is the same Feminist BS line we hate the system not

men.

(we hate the system that disproportionately favors men at the expense of

women), but — congratulations! — we are starting to hate you. You, the person.

Your obsession with misandry has turned misandry into a self-fulfilling

prophecy. (I mean, sort of. Hating individual men is not the same as hating all

men. But more on that in a minute.) Are you happy now? Is this what you

wanted? Feminism is, in essence, a social justice movement—it wants to take the

side of the alienated and the marginalized, and that includes alienated and

marginalized men. Please stop turning us against you.

Every single social movement to ever exist in human history, makes this claim

to be a social justice movement attempting to act for the greater good. Some,

like Nazism, Stalinism, and Socialist Marxism in general never turn out so well.

Saying that you’re fighting for equality but constantly blaming others for your

inability to understand them isn’t going to cut the mustard.

Movements are judged by what they actually do, and feminism has a pretty

awful track record, I literally just linked how this website glorification of gender

based violence. It’s only feminism’s fault that they judge you based on what you

do rather than what you say; the reason is almost every culture has the proverb

“actions speaking louder than words.” At least own your own shit instead of

making up a source.

It is nearly impossible to address problems facing women—especially problems

in which men are even tangentially culpable—without comments sections

devolving into cries of “misandry!” from men and replies of “misandry isn’t

real” from women.

Really, you would have to agree that this is much more of a problem when

discussing men’s issues, as feminist largely filter their comments to prevent any

from logical disagreement, and to reinforce their victim status by allowing poor

attempts at sexist comments. In my time its been almost impossible to start a

meaningful discussion about men’s issues without about a half-dozen feminists

trying to jump down my god damn throat with claims of “well that’s really

misogyny” or “misandry isn’t real” or “feminism will fix that,” even though it’s

never taken a single direct action to do so. Considering that their entire reaction

to men’s issues is based on the blanket denial of misandry, it’s no surprise you

have a problem. If you keep lying to yourselves and those around you nothing

will ever get done.

Feminists are tired of this endless, fruitless turd-pong: hollow “conversation”

built on willful miscommunication, bouncing back and forth, back and forth,

until both sides throw up their hands and bolt. Maybe you are tired of this too.

We seem to be having some very deep misunderstandings on this point, so let’s

unpack it. I promise not to yell.

Funny thing is I’ve been rather successful at getting people to agree with me

since, the “other side” is reasonable and listened. Then again I never tried to

have a logical conversation with Jezebel or these feminists I mean its just not a

risk with much to gain.

I wish, more than anything, that I could just be a “humanist.” Oh, man, that

would be amazing! Because that would mean that we lived in a magical world

where all humans were born on equal footing, and maybe I could live in a house

shaped like a big mushroom and birds would help me get dressed or something.

Humanism is a gorgeous dream, and something to strive for.

This sentence makes it pretty clear that she has no idea what humanism means.

Clearly like a total moron she failed to look at the Wikipedia page or dictionary

meaning of the term humanism. Now she was probably meant to say was

“egalitarianism.” Sadly feminism tends to be pretty busy slandering it. You see a

large portion of egalitarians disagree with a truck load of things feminists say,

believe, and so on.
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In fact, it is the exact thing that feminism is striving for right now (and has been

working on for decades)! Yay, feminism!

Again, every movement is fighting for its view of a perfect society. The problem

is that the view of equality that mainstream feminism holds is not a very good

one. Eugenics, infanticide, systematic extermination of men all seem are

analogous to many past events in human history. The Serbrenica massacre is

the most recent example I can provide off hand. Honestly this is as far as I am

going to go this I is just an over worded counter point that merely hammers

home the general dislike of feminism. Its like when feminists on EP called me a

sexist for being prochoice.

Reply

I am very disappointed at the lack of journalist integrity of this piece. It is basically just a

puff piece that doesn’t hit on any of the truly reprehensible things that Brennan has done.

She is primarily an anti-LGBT activist.

http://rationalwiki.org/wiki/Cathy_Brennan

Reply

http://www.counterpunch.org/2013/06/14/gaslighting-in-the-age-of-

misgendering/

Reply

Gaslighting lol. I am guessing letting the RadHub domain lapse and then this

article, is part of your nefarious attempt to sanitize you image and scrub the

web. Fortunately the WayBack Machine exists.

Did you share with Mr. Reilly your opinion of Men and the Patriarchy. I am sort

of assuming not. :)
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